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INTRODUCTION 

To provide for the establishment of public charter schools in 

Alabama, the 2015 Alabama Legislature announced its intent to 

accomplish all of the following: 

o Provide school systems and communities with additional tools 

that may be used to better meet the educational needs of a 

diverse student population. 

o Encourage innovative educational ideas that improve student 

learning for students at all academic levels. 

o Empower educators to be nimble and strategic in their decisions 

on behalf of students. 

o Provide additional high-quality educational options for all 

students, especially students in low-performing schools. 

o Create public schools with freedom and flexibility in exchange 

for exceptional results. 

o Foster tools and strategies to close achievement gaps between 

high-performing and low-performing groups of public school 

students. 

Public charter schools are part of the public education system 

in this state and must follow many of the same requirements as 

the public schools operated by local boards of education.  

Parents and community organizations interested in establishing 

a public charter school need to understand that establishment 

of an independent governing board for a public charter school 

does not remove the responsibility to operate a school that 

adheres to the federal requirements for public school students.  

Also, the state requirements that provide for the health, safety, 

and welfare of public school students will be of paramount 

importance for public charter school students. 

 

NOTE:  This working document provides a brief introduction to the Alabama School Choice and Student Opportunity 

Act (Act 2015-3).  It “highlights” some of the key components of Act 2015-3, but does not attempt to address all 

content.  Information included in this working document will be updated as the Alabama State Department of 

Education develops specific guidance regarding Alabama public charter schools.  Please send questions to 

pcs@alsde.edu. 

AUTHORIZATION 
 

On March 19, 2015, Governor 

Robert Bentley signed the 

Alabama School Choice and Student 

Opportunity Act.  This Act allows 

authorizers to establish and 

oversee the operations of public 

charter schools, subject to the 

requirements of this Act.  

Authorizers include the Alabama 

Public Charter School 

Commission and local boards of 

education that register as 

authorizers with the Alabama 

State Department of Education.  

This Act requires the Alabama 

State Department of Education to 

oversee the performance and 

effectiveness of all public charter 

school authorizers under rules 

and regulations adopted by the 

Alabama State Board of 

Education.  These rules authorize 

the State Superintendent of 

Education to provide guidelines 

for the establishment, operation, 

and oversight of public charter 

schools in Alabama. 
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